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PROJECT BACKGROUND 

On May 12, 1976, the author and Ms AnneMcNamara, representing the 

1- Laboratory of Pub1 i c Archaeology (LOPA), v i  si ted two local  i t ie s  under 

jur isdict ion of the Energy Resource and Development Administration (ERDA) 

i n  the v i c in i ty  of the Rocky Flats  Plant i n  northwestern Jefferson County. 

We were accompanied by Ms. Kathleen Anderson, Ms April  Vol k, and Mr.  Ralph 

Hawes, representing the plant operator, Rockwell International. The pur- 

pose o f  the v i s i t  was to assess the potential o f  a previously unrecorded 

archaeological s i te,  5JF217, fo r  nomination to  the National Register o f  

Histor ic  Places 

of  our escorts i n  the hope that we might be able to expand on the information 

provided by Richard Stuckey and John Slay i n  their  report f i l ed  with Ms. Volk 

on January 26, 1975. 

< 

We also examined an additional s i te,  5JF79, a t  the request 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

5JF217 consists o f  a t  least  seven stone c i rc les  located on the southern 

I n  addi- r i m  o f  the highest terrace which forms the surface o f  Rocky Flats. 

tion, there i s  an area o f  several hundred square-meters covered by cobble- 

free areas separated from one another by mounds of  cobbles which have a 

variety o f  shapes, a l l  generally curvilinear. 

flake concgntrations, or even isolated flakes o r  tool fragments on the site. 

The only definite signs o f  occupation are the c i rcu lar  cobble alignments 

noted above 

There are no trash deposits, 

There are four alignments which are quite d i s t i nc t  and are discernable 

to even the most casual observer. These four circles have been disturbed 

by a truck t r a i l  which c l ip s  them along their  southern extremes. Also, a 

rectangular p i t ,  about 100cm. x 50cm. i n  extent and about 15-20 cm. deep, 

has been excavated i n  the center o f  the third alignment from the west. There 

are no otser s igns o f  disturbance. 



These four prominent circles appear t o  have been rebuilt and probably 

from some of the same stones used i n  the construction of  a t  least three 

other similar alignments. These three incomplete alignments are slightly 

north o f  the four complete specimens In a d d i t i o n  our cursory examination 

4 

i indicates t h a t  there may have been other similar circular alignments further d 

d % 

I 
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t o  the north b u t  they have been obscured, probably as the  result o f  robbing 

convenient cobbles from the older a1 ignments for the construction of later 

ci rcl es. 
$1 

! 

i 
i" The alignments consist o f  a single row o f  cobbles roughly 25 cm. i n  

their greatest dimension. There i s  no single stone resting on t o p  of another 

t o  indicate that  the alignments are the remnants of dry-laid masonry walls P d 
The cobbles have been collected from the alluvium on which the terrace has 

formed 

A detailed map was not produced a t  the time of the in i t ia l  investigation 

due t o  a lack o f  time and the absence o f  proper equipment. 

necessary f o r  proper documentation o f  the site's potential for the provision 

o f  important information t o  history. I t  i s  our intention t o  prepare SUCJI a 

Such a map i s  

map later i n  May. 

The view from the site  i s  quite good i n  al l  directions. This fact results 

from the elevated location o f  the site. 

course, b u t  the location i s  also exposed t o  the high winds which rake the 

Boulder-Rocky Flats area i n  late winter and spring. 

are common f o r  stone or t i p i  r i n g  sites similar t o  5JF217. 

The view has desirable elements, o f  

Such elevated locales 

Other pertinent factual information on the sf& 1s included i n  the 

attached site  record form. 

legal description o f  location, etc. 

Please refer t o  i t  f o r  elevation, access to water, 

* -2- 
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PRE L I M I NARY EVALUATION AND RECOWENDAT IONS 

On the bas i s  of the presently available data i t  i s  reasonable to assume 

that 5JF217 has potential for  providing important information on the regwnal 

prehistory The fact that the s i t e  has apparantly been reoccupied several 

times and the number o f  alignments associated with each reoccupation seems 

to be of  about the same magnitude indicates that 5JF217 may contain informa- 

t ion which would be helpful in  determining the s ize o f  task groups in the 

society represented 

1- 

It  i s  also possible that information w i l l  be available 

, 
i 

indicating the time of  year the s i t e  was used and perhaps f o r  what purpose. 

A l l  o f  t h i s  information w i l l  contribute to improvement of  our undersEanding 

of  the prehistoric occupation of  the Denver Basin. 

The foregoing factors would support a decision to recommend the s i t e  for 

nomination to  the National Register o f  Histor ic  Places 

tend to  prepare a detailed map o f  the loca l i ty  i n  the imnedmte future, it 

i s  appropriate to  defer on the question unti l  we have more quantitative and 

graphic information on the s i t e  and its features. 'We should be able to  com- 

plete the f i e l d  work and prepare the f ina l  report in less than th i r ty  days. 

However, as we in- 

We do recommend that no act iv ity be permitted i n  the area o f  5JF217 unti l  

the s i t e  can be properly studied and a thoroughly documented evaluation o f  

its signif;cance made. 

study i s  not consistent with plans for  the s i t e  v i c in i ty s  please i n f om  me 

and I w i l l  make every effort  t o  meet whatever requirements exist.  

If the estimated time necessary fo r  completion of  the 



5 LOCATION Site 

north o f  R0ck.y Flats 

west o f  confluence o f  Rock Creek w i t h  a nameless drainage Area i s  about 1.5 miles - 
m E, 

l o o k i n q  a seep Four o f  the circ les  have been cross- 

6Cnvner ERDA 7Mdres  Rocky Flats Plant Site  

M 
r* 

IO Informant 11 Address 

--I Is 13 Distance to 12 750 meters 14 Elevation of 12 5860' 

15 LOCALE WGgrAVloN Short  grasses, yucca, catae. Shrubs along creek. p Open 
Y 
9 16 SITE n p E  Architectural IICuIturd Affiliufitm (f known) 

pd bv t ,  t r d  trail l m d w  to the 5ite. These four apuarewtlv are superimposed 12- 

k 21 w m  a c h u f u c t ~  of Dewsits Deep alluvial material - coarse gravels. No cultural 
a 
3 
ICI deposits evident Q 

4 
IS 22 Matertul 06served or Reported 7+ stone ci rcl es . 

23 Matarid Collected NONE 

lo 
I I -  

24 Condition S1 i q h t  l v  disturbed bv truck trail Pothole i n  3rd circle  from westernmost-? 

c 

of t e features 
c 25 REC~&fbdbAT/oh!S Site should be portected u n t i l  evaluative testing can b 

carried o u t  t o  determine National Register eligibility.  .. 
I 

SEND TO- Archaadogist 
SEE RE"ERSE 
8 CONTI UATION SHEET 
NQS 
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Sketch Mop of Locution Page 2 

Site NO 5 3 ~ 7  
N E ~ E k N W ~ S e c f l o ~ ~ , , T o w n ~ r p  2s , Range 70w 

Indicate the chrsf topographic features such as 3treums and elevutrons Also 
indicate housas and roads Encloss the site ureu wrth dotted Irns. If 
possrb!~, show extent and kinds of vegstotrcm and sources of other natural 
resources which muy huwo Influenced site selectron- Attach u Xerox of 
portion of U S  GS quodrungle mop showrng site locoiron, r f  possrble 

E 

SCALE I block= (if di&m does mt O Q U ~  u aectlm) 

Turn r i g h t  onto truck t ra i l  a n d  pass through locked 
Fallow truck tra i l  to 

Turn 

Drrectrons to site Drive 1.5 miels east on Colorado Highway 128 from junction 
w i t h  Colorado 93 
gate i n  steel post, 4-strand barbed wire fence. 
f i r s t  fork and take l e f t  alternative through remaiass of o l d  gate. 
truck trail across ravine and past remains o f  f o m r  ranch s i t e  
east (ledt) a t  ranch s i t e  and follow faint t ra i l  about 0 6 miles east along 
ridge north o f  Rock Creek 
encountered i n tra 1 1 

Follow 

Stay t o  south rim of brrace and s i t e  will be 

* 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVfY OF CULOffAOO 

COYWTINUATI ON SUE E t  
5JF217 Site No 

OTfM No CWMENT 

5 

18 

26 - 

i- 
on the other circles and represent the most recent occupation of the s i t e ,  

The stones used for the circles are the larqe cobbles native t o  the gravels 

makina U D  the terrace 9 
We found no evidence o f  trash mounds or other features i n  the im- ;i; 

~- ~ ~ -~ ~- I ~~ 

mediate vicinity o f  the circles.  About 50-100 meters northwest o f  the B 
L 

circles are numerous cobble-free areas which are associated w i t h  cobble E 
mounds The cause o f  this arranqement could not be determined from s u r f a c e r  
1 ndi  cat1 ons - 

s 

- No photos were taken on 5/12/76. 

-. ? 

Recorded by 3 C.H. Jmnings, A.P. McNamara 
&t,_5/12/76 3 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF COLORADO Page 4, of& 
DETAILED MAP OF- e 

prmenjenm 4 NEkSEkNWk, Sect1 on 03, T ~ s ,  R70w 

Recorded by C H Jenninqs, A P McNamaraD,-,~,, 5/12/76 
Indicote map scde, the cardinal direction NORTH, arrmriun of ver'frcal 

profiles, and dtrectront and drstancer to 2 reodtly tdentilrable n8oby permanent londmarkr 
_. 

1 



THIS TARGET SHEET 

MAP 
REPRESENTS A FOLD-OUT 

Plate 1: 

A Stone Circle Site on 
Rock Creek: Description 
Map for 5JF217 

May 1976 

DOE/RFFO CERCLA Admnistrative Record: OUO5-A-000671 
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